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Introduction to St Just in Bloom  

 
In 2003 Penwith District Council achieved seven awards for Britain in Bloom in towns 
and v illages in Penwith and St Just was conspicuous in its absence. A St Just in Bloom 
committee was formed to push forward St Justôs first ever entry into the competition. 

The committee was busy making plans to put Englandôs most westerly town on the floral 
ma p.  

 
The first St Just in Bloom meeting was held at Cape Cornwall School on 18 November 
2003. Both St Just ôs Primary School and Secondary School joined the scheme and 

continue to play a key role in the townôs involvement in the Britain in Bloom competition 
today  as they grow and propagate plants and flowers.  

 
The St Just in Bloom group work together throughout the year in order to make the town 
of St Just  a beautiful place to live and visit.  The group meet on a monthly basis, usually 

the first Tuesday  of eac h month.  
 

 
 
 

  
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 



A Year in the life of St Just in Bloom  

 

August 2010  

The plot at the top of town was officially opened on 28 th  August by the mayor of St. Just, 
Councillor David Stevens.  

  

September 2010  

A prize presentation evening for the local garden compet itions was held at the British 

Legion and was very well attended by competition winners of all ages.  Certificates were 
designed by Jaspa Stritt, 14 years old (4 th  from left back row).  

On 16 th  September representatives of the group went to the South -West in bloom 

awards ceremony in Bath, We achieved a silver -gilt, and were particularly pleased for 
Phoenix  Wilson, aged 4, from St. Just Nursery school, who won South -West in bloom 
painting competition for her age group.   

  



October 2010  

On the 6 th , Cornwall  in B loom awards were presented at an evening ceremo ny kindly 
hosted by the County Council at County H all in Truro. St. Just received an overall award 

for taking part and our Chairman, Chris Goninan, was short listed for óLocal heroô. 

Winchester Growers donated five large bags of Daffodil bulbs to the group  which were 
planted in and around St Just . Their generosity is much appreciated.  

These produced a wonderful display at the entrances to the town and outside the library.  

  

November 2010  

A wreath was b ought and laid for St. Just in B loom at the war memorial on 

Remembrance Sunday.  

Committee members also took part in the St. Just Feast parade.  

  

December 2010  

On 13 th  December, a very cold night, we went out carol singing to r aise funds, with two 

local accordion players as well as staff and youngsters from the comprehensive school. 
Our thanks to the generosity of St. Just residents we made £140. Collection tins around 

the town also contributed to our funds.  

  

 

 

 

 

 



 

January 2011  

At the first meeting of the New Year Phil Howell  kindly donated a petrol lawn -mower to 

the group for use at our new plot at the top of the town.  

Plans for the closed ñClosed Churchyardò, a new project, were brought to the meeting. Information 
and input from Cornwallôs Living Churchyards project and the Cornwall Wildlife Trust will be utilised ï 
the Churchyard will have wildflowers, log piles to encourage invertebrates and nesting boxes which 
will be made by pupils at Cape Cornwall Senior School. Two benches in memory of the late Mr John 
Cooper were donated by his brother. 

  

February 2011 

The AGM took place on the 1st of the month. ñFun Vegetableò seeds, donated by Sutton Seeds, were 
given out to local schools and the local Community Farm project 

 

 

 

 



 

High Visibility waistcoats were provided for all members to ensure safety while working. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March 2011  

The late Mr John Cooper, a local resident, has left a parcel of land at Cot Valley in trust for the benefit 
of St Just people. Part of the land is to be used for tree planting and a community ñPlanting Dayò took 
place on the 25th March. This was organised and coordinated by 
St Just in Bloom. The land was prepared by a local builder and a 
local farmer and 420 tree whips and rabbit guards, donated by the 
Woodland Trust, were put in place. 

Lots of people turned up to help including the St Just in Bloom 
Group, pupils from the Primary School, Bosavern Community 
Farm and Cornwall County Council employees. The Youth Hostel 
lent their premises and use of their facilities, with tea and coffee 
provided by the Commercial Hotel and pasties for all the 
volunteers.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

A very good day and a legacy for the future. 

A local resident, Mr Gerald Gendall, helped the school children to finish making the bird boxes and 
these were put up in the closed Churchyard on the 18th. 

 

The Comprehensive, Primary and Nursery schools have been asked to do their painting competitions 
for South West in Bloom, to be judged at the end of June. 

 April 2011  

Two beds at the top of the town have been skimmed, Mypex membrane laid and 3 tons of edging and 
chippings put in place. Six large granite pieces, heathers and conifers have completed the beds. 

  

                  Before                                                   During                                                   After 



 

 

 

 

 

May 2011 

Cape Cornwall School have a plant sale each year and we purchased £50 
worth of plants for St. Just in bloom. 

The trees planted in March were weeded around on 9th May. On the 13th the 
3-tier planters were planted up at Cornwall Council nursery in Penzance. 

The primary school has an Eco group and they have met with members of 
St. Just in bloom to assist with maintenance of the hedges around the 
sheltered housing by the car park. 

All beds and tubs around the town were planted up. 

 

June 2011  

We stepped up our weeding, planting and upkeep of plots, hedges and containers. Grass cutting has 
taken place when necessary at the top plot and on-going water is being carried out by our members. 
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